
             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring Appeal 2015 
 

Dear Comforters of the Homeless,  

 You are special, very special.  We survived another brutal winter and were 

able to extend emergency relief to those finding themselves homeless. We help 

about 100-125 people in serious need six days a week—an increasing number of 

individuals who need: 

 

 a simple meal because they have not eaten all day 

 

 dry clothing because they are consistently exposed to the elements 

 

 a place where they are safe from being shot, beaten, molested, or 

robbed 

 

 a site for medical assistance or a simple shower 

  

 As we approach spring we must replenish our diminished resources needed 

for the next 6 months. We are seeking your assistance for April through 

September. Enclosed is our Needs List to guide you, as well as a financial donation 

card to enlist your monetary support. Checks may be made payable to Repairers of 

the Breach and mailed to PO Box, 13791, Milwaukee, WI 53213.  Financial 

donations can also be made electronically by going to our website at 

www.repairers.org. Ninety percent of our funds go to providing, operating, and 

maintaining Milwaukee’s only daytime shelter for the homeless in the community.   

 

 Please visit us and converse with our Executive Director, Rev. James West, Jr., 

to observe his effective leadership guiding our successful programs.  See and talk 

with our formerly homeless staff members who have been trained and are now in 

leadership positions comforting and guiding the presently homeless. We guarantee 

it will be an educational and enriching experience. To schedule a visit call our 

center staff Monica Walter or Mark Young at 414-342-9323 or email Monica at 

mw.repairers5812@att.net.  Pastor West can be reached directly by email at 

jw.repairers5812@sbcglobal.net.  

 

 We appreciate any individual way you can encourage, suggest, donate, and 

communicate with us. We listen very carefully to your constructive communication 

and try to apply it wisely in our planning. We also respect donor privacy and keep 

our records confidential.  Your personal information will never be shared with 

anyone else. 

 

Sincerely, 

The homeless, staff, volunteers, and Board Members 

Repairers of the Breach  

http://www.repairers.org/
mailto:mw.repairers5812@att.net
mailto:jw.repairers5812@sbcglobal.net


Repairers of the Breach: Spring & Summer Needs List 

 

   

· Packages of new men's underwear & T-shirts, sizes M, L, XL, 2X,  

· Packages of new women's underwear, sizes L, XL, 2X,* 

· Men’s & women's spring coats/jackets, sizes M, L, XL, 2X, 3X, 

· Men’s & women's spring/summer shirts & tops, sizes M, L, XL, 2X, 3X, 

· Men’s jeans & pants (sizes 34, 36 and large and tall sizes), 

· Women’s jeans & pants (large sizes especially needed), 

· Comfortable walking shoes in good condition, 

· Socks for men & women, new or gently used,* 

· Clean blankets & sleeping bags, 

· Disposable razors, lip balm, mini-Kleenex packs, 

· Boxes of Band Aids, 

· Toothbrushes and travel-size tubes of toothpaste, 

· Travel-size bars of soap, 

· African-American hair care products, 

· Toilet tissue, 

· Napkins and paper towels, 

· plastic soup spoons, 

· Disposable 8 oz. bowls for soup and hot oatmeal cereal,* 

· Coffee, sugar, creamer, 

· Disposable 8 oz. coffee cups.* 

· Individual packets of instant oatmeal,* 

· Milk—fresh and cans of evaporated, 

· Sugar, honey and fresh or canned fruit, 

· Cases of bottled water, 

· 13-gallon garbage bags tall kitchen type, 

· 40-gallon black garbage bags,* 

· Bleach,  

· Fabuloso multipurpose cleaner 

· Lysol-type spray, 

· Laundry detergent , * 

· Comet kitchen cleanser, 

· Scrub pads, 

· Tissue,* 

· Paper towels,* · Bus tickets.  

   
*Hot items 



News and Call for Volunteers 
 Spring 2015 
 
It is with gratitude that we share these recent items of good 
news about Repairers of the Breach.  If you feel called to 
volunteer— in our Learning Center, in our Medical Clinic, or 
in any of the areas mentioned in the newsletter below—
please contact Pastor James West, Executive Director, at 
jw.repairers5812@sbcglobal.net.  

   

Board of Directors 
We are pleased to inform you that our efforts to gain additional board members have been 
successful, with two capable individuals from our Literacy committee going through the 
interview process and being accepted as full voting board members in March 2015.  They are 
Adu Kahmanne, M.D., D.H.A., a medical affairs officer at Rush University Medical Center, and 
Katherine Wikoff, Ph.D., a professor in the General Studies department at Milwaukee School of 
Engineering.  If you are interested in becoming a candidate for our diverse board, please 
contact Rebecca North (rn.repairers5812@att.net) for more information.  We need individuals 
who have expertise in human resources, youth leadership, finance, communication, public 
relations, program development, and fundraising. 

 
Upgrades to the Center 
 

Soup Kitchen 
More good news is that in partnership with the Daniel Soref Trust, we are requesting funds to 
upgrade and increase our soup kitchen capabilities.  The improvements will allow us to rapidly 
serve more individuals, refrigerate perishable food, and to increase our ability to provide 
additional healthy food to our malnourished members. 
 

Building Exterior 
Thanks to financial support from The Greater Milwaukee Foundation, we have begun our 
renovation of the exterior of the building.  An EIFS (Exterior Insulation and Finish System) 
cladding is being applied to the aging Cream City brick south and east exterior walls to bring the 
building up to code and protect it from being further damaged due to weather conditions.  Not 
only does the EIFS material provide a durable, low-maintenance outer surface that will accent 
and bring symmetry to our facility but it also provides additional insulation that will help reduce 
the building’s heating costs.  For safety reasons we may have to limit access to our center for a 
few days. 

mailto:jw.repairers5812@sbcglobal.net
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Outdoor Gardens 
Soon we will be planting our outdoor vegetable gardens.  We harvest what we grow and use it 
in our own kitchen.  This year we would like to add barrels or flower boxes filled with flowers to 
add an even more inviting look to our yard.  If you have a green thumb and would be interested 
in taking on this responsibility for our gardens or flowers or wish to provide barrels, flower 
boxes, flowers, soil, etc., please contact Monica Walter at mw.repairers5812@att.net   

 

Memorial Day Lunch 

Because most other centers are closed for the holiday, we will be open for lunch on Monday 

May 25th from 11:00 - 1:30 pm to provide a simple meal for the homeless.  The number of 

people we serve on this day is huge.  If you are interested in donating hand-held desserts, 

bottled water, canned soda, juice, bags of ice, large coolers, large study paper plates, 8-ounce 

paper cups, plastic spoons, forks, and knives, baked beans, all-beef hot dogs, buns, individual 

bags of chips, or in volunteering your services that day, please contact Monica Walter at 

mw.repairers5812@att.net.  (We’ll be happy to send a reminder via email or text as the date 

nears if that is something you’d appreciate.  Please leave your contact info with Monica if so.) 

 

Thank you for your support! 
As you think about making personal/family plans for the upcoming spring and summer months, 
please consider how you could include in your plans ways of helping the poorest of the poor at 
Repairers of the Breach.   Your donations and financial support will be sincerely appreciated 
and used wisely.  We respect donor privacy and keep our records confidential.  Your personal 
information will never be shared with anyone else. 
 

 
 

Exterior wall renovation has begun at Repairers of the Breach center! 
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