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Sandy Sites               MacCanon Brown  
President, Board of Directors         Co-Founder and Executive Director 

 From the Executive Leadership     

Dear Friends of Repairers, 

We, along with the entire board of directors, 
staff, and homeless community, convey our 
profound gratitude to all who have contributed 
to the success of our renovation project so far. 

The transformation of 
our building symboliz-
es the impact on each 
of us as we experience 
our Mission and Vis-
ion. We are transform-
ed as we connect with 
the hope-giving comm-
unity of Repairers of 

the Breach, opening our hearts and minds and 
becoming part of the “We.” 

This booklet has been created as part of our 
Year of Celebration, launched November 25, 
2012 with a “Celebration of Thanksgiving” 
event. Soon after there will be an official 
ribbon-cutting ceremony scheduled. Watch for 
various additional events to be announced. 
 

Yours Very Truly, 

 
 
We hope you find the contents to be a treas-
ury of information, inspiration, images and 
acknowledgements which may serve as a 
keepsake.  

Thank you for staying 
on this journey. The 
fundraising for our ren-
ovation costs span six 
challenging years. If it 
is at all possible for you 
to make an additional 
contribution at this 
time, we would truly 
appreciate it. This will help us cover the last 
unforeseen construction costs related to com-
pleting the interior of the Repairers of the 
Breach Center. 

Above all let us celebrate, and continue to be 
channels of, Hope and Transformation.  

As always— 
 
                        Expect a Miracle! 

 
 

 

  
 
 

  “EXPECT A MIRACLE” – Prophetic words from Laverne Hayes, Repairers of the Breach “Alumna”  

In 1994, only a few months after Repair-
ers of the Breach transitioned from a 
newspaper into a daytime center, La-
verne Hayes was sitting in the first “Living 
Room” on 27th Street when a “little mes-
sage” popped into her head: “It was dir-
ectly from God—one of those tiny mes-
sages directly from Him.” It was three little 
words, simple but powerful, and she 
spoke them for all to hear, “Expect a 
Miracle!”  In the years  since, this phrase  

has served as inspiration for her, per-
sonally, and for Repairers of the Breach 
as a whole. “At the time, I didn’t have an 
understanding or know what it meant, 
she recalls, “I just knew to expect a mir-
acle.” Now that miracle has come true 
for both Laverne Hayes and Repairers 
of the Breach. “From where we started, 
I just knew if we put our whole hearts 
into it, Repairers of the Breach would 
not turn out to be good but great.”  

As we celebrate our Center’s transforma-
tion, virtually everyone involved knows that 
a miracle has come to fruition. “It is so am-
azing to see how far Repairers of the 
Breach has come since its early begin-
nings,” Ms. Hayes reflects. Although Re-
pairers of the Breach has witnessed one 
miracle with the Center’s renovation, ever-
yone—members, volunteers, donors, and 
supporters—can continue to expect mir-
acles in the years to come. Guaranteed! 
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In 1997, we purchased our facility 
at 1335 W. Vliet St., thanks      

primarily to the generosity of the  
Jane Bradley Pettit Foundation. 

Repairers of the Breach Staff and Leadership:  We are Family.  STANDING, L-R: Vince Magnum, 
Phillip Crayton, Tracey Listug, Jonalyn Paden, Carol Young, Clara Weinberger, Mark Young, Milton
Thomas, Benjamin Rubino, Quantrell Ross. SEATED, L-R: Debra Minsky-Kelly, MacCanon Brown, 
Larry Cook.  NOT PICTURED: Vicki Gott, Dorothy Jackson, Julane Pelletier, Carmella Thomas. 

 About Repairers of the Breach    

History  
Repairers of the Breach began in 1989 when six con-
cerned activists pooled $50 to create a newspaper en-
titled “Repairers of the Breach.” Written by, for and 
about homeless men and women, the paper proclaim-
ed “the voice of the voiceless.”  In 1991 the founders 
chartered Repairers of the Breach as a 501(c)(3) non-
profit agency focused on communications projects—
the newspaper, which reached a circulation of 6,000, 
plays, videos and several other projects including a 
Speakers Bureau, which continues today. 

In response to a growing need, the organizational fo-
cus became a daytime center in 1994. Our first center 
was rent free—on the second floor of a building at 
27th and Wells Streets. A few rickety mismatched 
chairs, a coffee pot and a toilet were remarkable re-
sources for the destitute men and women who trudg-
ed up the stairs. The consensus was, “This is ours?  
This is beautiful!” 

We relocated twice in the next two years, a few blocks 
north  on 27th Street. 
Our third center ab-
out to be condemn-
ed, it was time for a 
permanent 

home! In 1997, we purchased our facility at 
1335 W. Vliet St., thanks primarily to the gen-
erosity of the Jane Bradley Pettit Foundation. 
Then, it was a sub-standard, yet solid, building 
on a blighted lot, but we all shared a transfor-
mative vision—which continues to this day.  

Why We Are Needed 
The Repairers of the Breach Center has fill-
ed a crucial gap in the local continuum of 
outreach and assistance for Milwaukee’s 
adult homeless population for these many 
years. It continues to be the main safety net  
for hundreds of “sheltered” and  “unsheltered” 
homeless persons, offering one of very few 

  
 

environments that welcome their collective presence. 
Without our Center, most homeless adults in the re-
gion would be consigned to wander the streets with-
out access to life-saving and life-changing resources. 

We are effectively serving an average of 120 individ-
uals each day of operation—with no government 
program subsidy. Many community leaders and 
groups  acknowledge our Center as being the “entry 
point” and “soft landing” for persons who are in the 
most extreme hardship—people-in-crisis and those 
who “fall through the cracks.”  

As providers of Greater Milwaukee’s only distinctly 
daytime homeless refuge and resource Center, our 
renovation project is maximizing our opportunity to 
restore the lives and potential of persons who would 
otherwise be lost to despair in a landscape of poverty 
and violence.  

Through our capital campaign and renovation/expan-
sion, we have tripled our programming space—to 
approximately 16,000 sq. ft. We are now able to do 
more with more space. We are widening pathways 
out of the extreme levels of local poverty. 

“To discover the dimension of ‘we’ beyond the ‘I’ makes us more  
complete human beings. In this context, to understand that the ‘we’ 
includes the most marginalized among us, then to grow in solidarity    

and mutuality is the greatest fulfillment.” 
 

MacCanon Brown, Co-Founder and Executive Director 
Repairers of the Breach 
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Volunteers from the larger comm-
unity work “behind the scenes.”  
They serve… as each one can,  

all in solidarity with the homeless.  

This phenomenon of a “homeless 
community” is grounded in the 

experience of Repairers’ late       
co-founder Tony Lee. 

Mission and Vision  
Repairers of the Breach is Greater Milwaukee’s grass-
roots homeless outreach. Our uniqueness goes be-
yond providing the region’s only distinctly daytime 
homeless refuge and resource Center, however.  

Our mission is— 

To bring forth homeless people to act col-
lectively to change the present conditions 
under which they live, through advocacy/-
education and direct action. 

Our vision is— 

An inclusive society whose members all 
have adequate food, housing, health care, a 
support system, literacy and an empowered 
voice. 

The grassroots empowerment model conveyed in our 
mission succeeds. Our constituents are not passive 
“clients” or “guests”—rather they are active “mem-
bers” of a sustainable community of homeless men 
and women in transition to society’s mainstream.  

Self-Governance 
With nurturing and direction, the Repairers of the 
Breach Center is run by homeless people for home-
less people. A self-governing community, it is a mic-
rocosm of democracy at its best. All who enter the 
Center agree to follow “House Rules”—the commu-
nity’s “Constitution.” What makes these rules so ef-
fective is that members not only created them toge-
ther but also enforce them together. As collective 
owners of the Center, its sacred space and positive 
purposes, our members are a true sustainable com-
munity of some of Milwaukee’s most profoundly 
marginalized individuals. 

Volunteer leaders who assist in running the Center 
are homeless members and formerly homeless prog-
ram “alumni.” All other members are current or pot-
ential volunteers. Every day when entering the Cen-
ter, each member signs in as present and willing to 
volunteer when asked. With a sense of “ownership,” 
our members are ambassadors to the larger commun-
ity, hosts providing all visitors a sense of welcome—
of security in, and of belonging to, our community. 
 

Solidarity  
Early in our development, we recognized the need 
for volunteers—people with more connections and 
resources to assist in our work, because our members 
are mainly concerned with day-to-day survival.  

 
 

Our large volunteer base includes the “Friends of Repair-
ers” group, along with other smaller volunteer groups 
(through student, veteran, corporate, civic and other affil-

iations) and num-
bers well over 400. 
Other partnerships 
and alliances inc-
lude hundreds of 

interfaith, faith-based communities, more than forty sec-
ondary and high school groups, two seminaries and sev-
eral colleges and universities. 

Respecting how the Center is run by our homeless 
members, volunteers from the larger community 
work primarily “behind the scenes.” They serve in an 
advisory capacity, serve on committees, tutor, organ-
ize special collections, help with political advocacy 
and mingle at special events, some even organizing 
special events—as each one can, all in solidarity with 
their homeless counterparts.  

We could not do this important work without the lar-
ger community, which is interwoven into the fabric 
of our grassroots organization. “Solidarity” is one 
our core values. This looks like people who have 
stability and incomes, shoulder to shoulder, hand in 
hand with our members—the “housed” and homeless 
alike—as equals. 

Homeless Community 
The most profound way that Repairers of the Breach 
builds communi-
ty is within our 
homeless consti-
tuency. The phe-
nomenon of a 
“homeless community” is grounded in the experience 
of Repairers’ late co-founder Tony Lee, a Vietnam 
veteran. While a “street person,” Lee experienced an 
unexpected act of compassion by another homeless 
person. This was his point of transformation and be-
came his life’s inspiration: he realized the great sig-
nificance—the healing power—of one homeless per-
son freely helping another. We are inspired by the 
enduring words of Tony Lee,  

“Not only do homeless people have the solutions 
to homelessness—they are the solutions.” 

It bears repeating that those we serve are not passive 
“clients” or “guests,” but rather active “members” 
—of a healing community of homeless men and 
women in transformation—whose guiding concept is 
“homeless helping homeless.”    



Celebrating Hope and Transformation                                                                                                                          Page 4  
 

Tel: 414.934.9305   Fax: 414.342.8762   Web: www.repairers.org 

The Greater Milwaukee 
Foundation’s Walter and Olive 

Stiemke Fund donated $100,000 
for the façade. 

The Daniel M. Soref Charitable 
Trust would ultimately contribute 

ten percent of our entire 
campaign goal! 
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 Campaign History    
 

REPAIRERS OF THE BREACH $2 MILLION CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 
An Investment in Hope and Transformation 

Phase I – Planning & Façade  
From $0 to $600,000 
Planning. That virtually defines the first phase of our 
renovation and capital campaign, and it began back 
in 2003. A focus group of stakeholders of all kinds 
met several times—board, staff, homeless members 
and formerly homeless “alumni,” donors and techni-
cal support. Guided by Steve Raasch and Kristen Du-
fek of Eppstein Uhen Architects, the group spent 
many hours developing a building plan. Meanwhile, 
Eppstein Uhen was creating the architectural render-
ing, a beautiful vision of our renovated Center (below). 

In October 2003, we un-
veiled the architectural 
rendering during a “lift-
off” event at our Center, 
at which Catholic Bishop 
Richard Sklba contribut-
ed the first campaign gift. 
Although funding had 
begun, formal fundrais-
ing would come later. 

During this time, we struggled to get the zoning per-
mit necessary to officially launch our campaign. 
When Alderman Bob Bauman began representing 
our district, he championed our cause. With his back-
ing and a swell of community support, Milwaukee’s 
Board of Zoning Appeals (BOZA) unanimously ap-
proved a special use permit to expand our Center into 
the upper two floors of our facility on November 18, 
2004. Fundraising could now begin! 

In 2005, Karen Coy-Romano, CFRE became our first 
campaign consultant, guiding us through the initial 
planning and fundraising. She helped Repairers as-

semble a solid vol-
unteer fundraising 
team, co-chaired 
by Raejean Kanter 
and Mary Anne 

Martiny. In response to a bold request, the Greater 
Milwaukee Foundation’s Walter and Olive Stiemke 
Fund donated $100,000 for the façade—which still 
ranks among the largest gifts in our organization’s his-
tory! This unprecedented gift, along with funds from the 

 
Jane Bradley Pettit Foundation and Gesu Parish En-
dowment, provided a much-needed “face lift” for our 
building’s façade. This external transformation alert-
ed the community to the positive changes happening 
within. Our $2M capital campaign was now in its 
“public phase.” 

Phase II – Revving Up 
From $600,000 to $1,250,000 
The second phase was about increasing both the mo-
mentum begun in Phase I and the visibility of our re-
novation project. Carolyn “Sam” Macklem, CFRE led 
the fundraising effort, along with Phase I co-chairs and 

volunteers, and a 
few more. During 
this time, we com-
pleted our beauti-
ful new free Med-

ical Clinic, thanks primarily to a generous grant from 
the Northwestern Mutual Foundation. Another high-
light was finishing the men’s and women’s bath-
room-shower units. Funding highlights include meet-
ing the principals of the Daniel M. Soref Charitable 
Trust, who would later contribute ten percent of our 
entire campaign goal. The Greater Milwaukee Foun-
dation would contribute a second $100,000 gift from 
the Walter & Olive Stiemke Fund during this phase, 
and would ultimately contribute thirteen percent of 
the $2M goal. 

Phase III – The Final “Push” 
From $1,250,000 to $2,000,000 
The third phase was the final “push” to raise the re-
maining $750,000 of the original goal. Fundraising 
expert Lucia Petrie, CFRE of Ter Molen Watkins 
Brandt, helped us assemble a fundraising plan and a 
new team of volunteer fundraisers to carry it out. 
Renovation highlights of this phase are new windows 
for the entire facility (Helen Bader Foundation), fin-
ishing the south and west additions, installing the 
elevator (Hepburn “Bootstrap” Foundation), finish-
ing the upper two floors, the “Living Room” and the 
Breach Café (Congregation Emanu-El B’ne Jeshurun’s 
Salinsky Program to Feed the Hungry). 
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 Renovation Highlights    

The Transformation 
Our $2M facility expansion and renovation includes 
the following new and upgraded features: 

 Restoration of our front façade; 

 A Learning Center, including a library and class-
room for students and tutors engaged in an Adult 
Basic Education (ABE) program; 

 A large Employment Assistance Center, offering 
help with the whole range of employment-related 
activities, including a micro-enterprise; 

 An area for a micro-enterprise for the never-emp-
loyed, for production of “Praying Hands Quilts” 
on an industrial-size quilting machine and other 
fabric products created on sewing machines; 

 A communications room, with phones for calls 
related to jobs and other appointments, and with 
computers for checking e-mail; 

 A free Medical Clinic, offering a range of health 
services, education and referrals, for the region’s 
uninsured and underinsured; 

 A much-needed laundry room; 

 A large area for personal storage lockers; 

 A re-tooled “Breach Café” with upgraded prepar-
ation, storage and serving facilities; 

 A free clothing outlet with a store-like setup en-
abling members to “shop” for their needs; 

 Private consultation rooms for case managers, law-
yers, AODA counselors, job counselors, financial 
counselors, psychiatric outreach counselors, clergy 
and other professionals; 

 An interfaith chapel and quietness room; 

 A resting room for third-shift workers and those 
on medications causing drowsiness; 

 An African-American Historical Museum; 

 A four-room suite designated for women only—
complete with a bathtub for pampering. 

The Benefits 
Our Center’s transformation benefits the entire com-
munity. Now Repairers can do more of the following: 

 Provide the region’s homeless with an attractive 
and welcoming space where they can create com-
munity, even “family,” and reclaim their indepen-
dence and rebuild their lives; 

 
 
 
 Strengthen programs that have proven their success 

in preparing the marginalized to transition into 
mainstream society, reunite with their families and 
find gainful employment and homes;   

 Hire additional qualified and committed staff and 
provide stipends to key member-volunteers who 
take responsibility for serving the daily program 
needs of the Center; 

 Build partnerships with local corporations/business-
es that can provide “soft skills” training and coach-
ing on re-entering the workforce; 

 Provide skills training through a micro-enterprise 
with a “cottage industry” setting, to develop a sense 
of pride, responsibility, cooperation and teamwork; 

 Provide private consultation rooms for profes-
sional volunteers seeing members for legal, spirit-
ual, substance abuse and psychological counsel-
ing, and other related areas;   

 Raise the visibility and recognition of the organi-
zation and its track record of success; 

 Demonstrate to individual donors that their con-
tributions are not squandered on “band-aid solu-
tions,” but that they are effectively helping home-
less people to help themselves;  

 Partner with foundations to strengthen and mend 
the civic fabric by significantly reducing the en-
ormous need for social services—to transform 
our needy city; 

 Serve corporations/businesses with a larger labor 
force of skilled and unskilled workers upon which 
to draw, and an expanded customer base. 

Future Projects 
Our Center’s transformation is not yet complete. Our 
plans include the following future projects: 

 Siding for the west exterior wall (funds secured) and 
siding for the south and east exterior walls (funds 
needed); 

 Grading, erosion control, landscaping, decorative 
and security fencing, a ramp and sidewalk, repaving 
rear of the building, garden development, signage 
and a Wall of Remembrance (some funds needed);  

 Security alarm, cameras and monitoring system, 
and a Center-wide communications system (funds 
needed). 



Celebrating Hope and Transformation                                                                                                                          Page 6 
 

Tel: 414.934.9305   Fax: 414.342.8762   Web: www.repairers.org 

 Campaign Fundraisers    

An Investment in Hope and Transformation was not 
the first capital campaign undertaken by Repairers of 
the Breach, but it was certainly the most consuming. 
Our first capital campaign goal was $42,500, for the 
purchase of our building and lot. The Jane Bradley 
Pettit Foundation and a few other donors helped us 
meet that goal rather quickly. The current $2,000,000 

goal, a great leap over the first, took significantly 
more time and resources. Repairers assembled a 
large team of dedicated professional fundraisers and 
compassionate volunteers, over the course of seven 
years of fundraising, to raise the $2M—a truly lofty 
achievement for this small grassroots organization. 
Our very special fundraisers are listed below. 

   

Campaign Consultants 

Karen Coy-Romano, CFRE 
Sam Macklem, CFRE 
Lucia Petrie, CFRE 

Campaign Co-Chairs**                                            
Raejean Kanter, Principal Campaign Volunteer 
  Forest County Potawatomi Foundation (former) 
Mary Anne Martiny, Principal Campaign Volunteer 
  Harley-Davidson Foundation 

Staff Support                 

MacCanon Brown 
Jo Ann Kuenn 
Tracey Listug 
Marc Sale 

Campaign Cabinet                                                                                                          Campaign   
Sub-Committees             
Melita Biese 
Warren Braun 
Mary Ann Davel 
Andre Ellis 
Nancy Hernandez 
Mary Maley 
Gail Povey 
Carolyn Simpson 
Carmella Thomas 
Sherrie Tussler 

Marc Dettmann 
John DiVall 
Ed Eckhardt 
Roy Evans 
David Fennelly 
Lucia Francis 
Theodore Friedlander, Jr. 
Linda Grunau 
Karen Guszkowski 
Thomas Guszkowski 
Reuben Harpole, Jr. 
Joseph Herkert 

Jeff Hoffmann 
Steve Johnstone  
Mike Kowske  
Jo Ann Kuenn 
Gene Lavin  
Gwen Lavin 
Harriet McKinney 
Maureen Michaels 
William Michaels 
Catherine Miles 
Holly Morse 
Dianne Henke 

Clare Peiffer 
Eric Rumbaugh 
Cathy Smith 
Dave Smith 
Jeff Snell 
Linda Sowell 
Win Thrall 
Tom Tuttle, Jr. 
Les Weil 
Karin White 
Sam Woodard 
 

** We underscore our thanks to the Forest County Potawatomi Foundation and the Harley-Davidson Foundation
for allowing their primary staff members, Executive Director Raejean Kanter and Foundation Manager Mary Anne 
Martiny to actively participate for several years in our campaign, often on the foundations’ time. 
 

Fundraising Events 

In addition to our own interfaith luncheon event at 
the Cousins Center in 2007, several fundraisers were 
held on our behalf. They include a special gathering 
at Davis & Kuelthau in 2006, a Woman’s Club lun-
cheon and a Town & Country Electric golf outing in 
2008, many youth group fundraisers for our “Living 
Room” and the larger events described here. 

Peace and Joy 
A special fundraiser named Liz Bryde held a 50th birth-
day celebration in April 2009 at the Cedarburg Comm-
unity Center. She raised almost $12,000 toward a nam-
ing opportunity honoring late volunteer Mike Senglaub, 
widely known as “The Saint of Cedarburg.”  

Sixteen-Inch Society Baseball Game 
Our supporter Patrick Murphy, Ph.D. mobilized the Six-
teen Inch Society to play a charity softball game in June 
2011 to raise more than $17,000 toward a naming oppor- 

tunity for the Jim Heidenreich Learning Center, honoring 
a late friend and ball player beloved by many. 

Rebuilding Dreams 
We are pleased to recognize our good friend Elizabeth 
D’Aquisto, owner of Saloné Aveda Salon, who held 
three spectacular “Rebuilding Dreams” fundraising 
events on our behalf. She raised $75,000 for Repair-
ers—$66,500 of which funded our capital campaign.  

A few hundred supporters flocked to the hip Harley-
Davidson Museum for the first event in 2010. Tasty 
appetizers, a cash bar, silent auction and music by 
Five Card Studs made for a lively party. In 2011, 
Elizabeth chose a more rustic Turner Hall for the 
venue. In 2012, she brought her successful formula 
to the Lakefront Brewery, where she assembled a 
silent auction featuring a large number of tantalizing 
items, including a collection of treasured African 
mementos, donated by Returned Peace Corps Vol-
unteer Tom Felhofer (Malawi) and his wife Lynn. 
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 Campaign Donors - Organizations    

Repairers of the Breach received its first “Investment 
in Hope and Transformation” in August 2003 from 
Catholic Bishop Richard J. Sklba. This was the day 
we unveiled our renovation plans and our beautiful 
rendering during a brief program at the Center. Since 
then, more than 1,400 individual and organizational 
donors have come forward to fund the transformation 
of our once-dilapidated Center.  

Listed below are all the organizational donors that con-
tributed $100 or more to this vital community project. 
Please see the complete list of capital campaign 
donors, including individuals, on our website at 
www.repairers.org. (Although we have made every 
effort to be all-inclusive, we ask that you let us know 
if your organization was omitted, so we can be sure 
to include it on our website.) 

 

Leaders  ($100,001 - 200,000) 
Greater Milwaukee Foundation  
   Walter & Olive Stiemke Fund 
Jane Bradley Pettit Foundation 
Daniel M. Soref Charitable Trust 

Champions  ($50,001 - $100,000)  
Harley-Davidson Foundation 
Northwestern Mutual Foundation 

Patrons  ($25,001 - $50,000) 
Helen Bader Foundation 
Greater Milwaukee Foundation  
   Ceres Foundation 
Hepburn “Bootstrap” Foundation 
Standard Process  
Robert J. Sullivan Family Foundation 
Teerlink Family Foundation 

Guardians  ($10,001 - $25,000) 
Milw. County Community Development Block Grant  
Rexnord Foundation 
St. Matthias Parish 
Stackner Family Foundation 
David & Julia Uihlein Foundation 
WE Energies 
Wells Fargo Foundation Greater Milwaukee 

Sponsors  ($5,001 - $10,000) 
Cedarburg High School Community Service 
Congregation Emanu-El B’ne Jeshurun 
Patrick & Anna Cudahy Fund 
Elizabeth Elser Doolittle Charitable Trust 
Emmanuel Community United Methodist Church 
First Congregational Church of Wauwatosa 
Gordon Henke Family Foundation 
Greater Milwaukee Foundation 
   Bright Futures Milwaukee Fund 
The Karol Fund 
Mary Jo & Donald Layden, Jr. Family Foundation 
M & I Foundation 

Sponsors  ($5,001 - $10,000) continued 
St. Joseph Parish, Grafton 
Daniel & Virginia Schatzman Memorial      
   Compassion Fund 
South Milwaukee High School  Nat’l Honor Society 
The Trustmark Foundation 

Collaborators  ($1,001 - $5,000) 
Archdiocese of Milwaukee 
Anonymous Foundation 
Bayanihan Student Org’n, Marquette University 
Lynde and Harry Bradley Foundation  
Central 7th Day Adventist Church 
Davis & Kuelthau SC Employee Group 
Divine Savior Holy Angels High School 
Greater Milwaukee Foundation  
   Judith A. Keyes Family Fund 
   CG Schmidt Fund 
Greater Milwaukee Hotel-Motel Association 
Harley-Davidson Motor Company 
Evan and Marion Helfaer Foundation 
Joseph Johnson Charitable Trust 
Kingo Lutheran Church 
Liberty Property Trust 
Marquette University Campus Ministry 
Marquette University Hunger Clean-Up 2009 
Men Serving Others, Marquette University 
Messmer Foundation 
North Shore Congregational Church 
Oconomowoc High School 
Park Banks Foundation 
Janice & Raymond Perry Community Fund 
Reconcile Lutheran Church 
St. Anthony on the Lake Catholic Church 
School Sisters of Notre Dame, Wauwatosa 
Time Warner Cable  
Town & Country Electric 
Unitarian Universalist Church West Youth Group 
West Bend Mutual Insurance Company 

(continued) 
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Organizational Campaign Donors (continued) 
   
Colleagues  ($501 - $1,000) 
Badger Meter Foundation 
BFD Properties 
BPA & Associates 
Blessed Savior Congregation 
Brewers Community Foundation 
Calvary Baptist Church 
Cornerstone Financial Group 
Greendale Community Church 
Hephatha Lutheran Church  
Johnson Controls  
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish 
Parkview Elementary School 
Pilgrim Rest Baptist Church 
Rite Hite/Arbon Equipment  
St. Bernard Parish 
St. Gregory the Great Life Teen  
St. Mary’s Parish, Hales Corners 
St. Matthew’s Ev. Lutheran Church 
St. Sebastian Congregation 
Theodore C. Seraphim Law Office 
Tosa Trio Youth Ministry 
Wheaton Franciscan Healthcare 

Associates  ($100 - $500) 

AO Smith Foundation 
All Faith Solid Foundation Church 
Alliance Capital Corporation 
AT&T Community Network, WI 
Bethel-Bethany UCC 
Brew City Church 
Butters-Fetting  
Catholic Memorial High School 
Cherubini Enterprises 
Czarnecki Podiatry 
DDN Pharmaceutical Logistics 
East Side Child & Youth Ministry  
Eppstein Uhen Architects 
Fendos PR 
Franklin Energy Services Employees  
Halliday’s Irish Pub 
Herkert & Associates 
IEWC Corporation 
Illinois Tool Works Foundation 
Jefferson Middle School 
Jo-Cat’s Pub 
Johnson Bank, Milwaukee  

Jomela Holdings  
Last Man Standing Club  
MC Zars IV/Slim McGinn’s West 
Medical Management Associates 
Milw. Area Health Education Center 
Milwaukee Area Jewish Committee 
Newman Catholic Campus Ministry 
Nicolet High School 
Ogden Fine Dry Cleaning 
Pearls for Teen Girls 
Pius XI High School 
Port of Demarco Group 
Quad Parish Youth Outreach 
Rubin Engineering & Sales 
St. Francis Borgia Women's Guild 
St. Jude the Apostle School 
Scott’s Antiques 
Sisters of Mercy West Midwest  
Society of the Divine Savior 
Summit Investment Management 
WB Bottle Supply 
West Bend Youth Outreach 

Note: We acknowledge Gesu Parish for a very helpful campaign gift, the amount of which is omitted, by request. 

 Donor Recognition Society    

REPAIRERS OF THE BREACH “HALL OF HEROES” 
Those who have contributed to our Center’s renova-
tion are part of an extraordinary vision—a vision that 
calls forth the capacity of homeless people to reach 
out and help each other rise out of the homeless con-

dition. Lifetime cumulative gifts over $10,000 for in-
dividuals and over $50,000 for corporations and 
foundations will be recognized in perpetuity in the 
Tony Lee Leadership Circle. 

  

INDIVIDUAL DONOR CATEGORIES CORPORATE AND FOUNDATION DONOR CATEGORIES 

Over $25,000 Hero Over $100,000 Leader 

 $10,001 - $25,000 Benefactor $50,001 - $100,000 Champion 

$5,001 - $10,000 Ambassador $25,001 - $50,000 Patron 

$1,001 - $5,000 Partner $10,001 - $25,000 Guardian 

$501 - $1,000 Advocate $5,001 - $10,000 Sponsor  

$251 - $500 Mentor $1,001 - $5,000 Collaborator 

$101 - $250 Ally $501 - $1,000 Colleague 

$100 or under Friend $500 or under Associate 
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 In-Kind Contributions    

Adopt-a-Space 
Virtually every dollar of the $2,000,000 raised dur-
ing our capital campaign was for building upgrades. 
That left us with a number of beautifully-finished yet 
empty rooms. How would the new program spaces 
be furnished? The concept of adopting a space evolved. 

The result—a chorus of involvement and support in 
the form of faith communities, groups, families and 
individuals, each choosing a space to plan, equip and 
furnish. These generous contributors are listed be-
low, including members of the planning committees.  

Space Adopting Group 
Multi-Purpose Room ..................................  Joyce & Bob Roesler 
Resting Room ............................................  OPEN 
Jim Heidenreich Learning Center ..............  Literacy Advisory Committee 

Dan DeSaulniers (Chair), S. Sue Effinger BVM, Rebecca North 
Library .......................................................  St. Matthias Young Adults 

Kari Krause (Chair), Youth Participants: John Bender, Justin Bender, 
David Branam, Ashley Bruski, Austyn Castro, Racquel Castro, Beckie 
Jaeckels, Jess Jaeckels, Aly Karczewski, Jessica Krickeberg, Steven 
Meier, Taylor Naumann, Erika Pintak, Josh Schubring, Jenna Sullivan, 
Alyssa Szydel, Delaney Verba; Adult Chaperone-Volunteers: Chuck 
Butscher, Steve Jaeckels, Maureen Ocasio

Counseling Room ......................................  OPEN 
African-American Historical Museum ......  Jameela Ali 
Clothing Outlet ..........................................  Whitefish Bay United Methodist 

Holly Morse (Chair) 
Employment Assistance Center .................  Employment Assistance Committee 

Don Utech (Chair), Dean Filandrinos, Tina Flores, Karen Guszkowski,  
Shannon Meagher, Rabah Rannane, Concordia Occupational Therapy 
students, Marquette Dorothy Day students

Communications Room .............................  Crossroads Presbyterian Church 
Tom Giles, Candice Giles (Co-Chairs), Crossroads Presbyterian Church  
and Missions Committee

“Jim’s Place” Laundry Room ....................  The James Kanter Family 
Employment Training Center ....................  Micro-Enterprise Committee 

Ed Eckhardt (Chair), Joe Herkert, Mary Martha Kannass, Dee Mingo,  
Kay Walters

Intake, Orientation & Mail Center .............  Cardinal Stritch School of Nursing 
Welcome Center ........................................  Emmanuel Community United Methodist Church 

Chris Manion (Chair), Pastor Gary Cole, Susan Haller, Dave Heger, Deb  
Heger, Associate Pastor Stephanie Homann, Meg Grogan, Mary Jo 
Karnath, Steve Laurion, Jennifer Peterson, Sandra Schultz,  Anne 
Weiland, Bob Weiland

Verla MacCanon Chapel ............................  Interfaith Chapel Planning Committee 
Mary Ann Erdtmann (Chair), Sherry Blum, Jameela Ali 

Tony Lee Community Room .....................  St. Anthony on the Lake Catholic Church 
Don Stoll, Clare Peiffer (Co-Chairs), Tom Henschel, Harry Masek, Bill  
Michaels, Maureen Michaels, Rick Schueller, Michael Witte 

Breach Café ...............................................  Cong. Emanu-El B’ne Jeshurun, Salinsky Feed the Hungry Program 
Reenie Kavalar (Chair),Deborah Carter-Berkson, Liz Escobar, Darlene 
Junker, Judy Kaplan, Heidi Salter 

Staff Office ................................................  Cardinal Stritch School of Nursing  
(continued) 
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Adopt-a-Space (continued) 

Space Adopting Group 
Women’s Safe Haven ................................  St. Matthew’s Lutheran, WSH Planning Committee 

SML: Heidi Fendos (Chair),  Pastor Chris Manke, Jill Nelson, Taylor  
Nelson, Carol Raasch, Pastor Margaret Schoewe, Emily Wanezek; 
WSH: Gail Povey, Nelda Womack (Co-Chairs), Bree Brower, Angelica 
Carr, Juanita Carr, Rosalind Lloyd, Tracy Makoo, Alexia Smith, Barb 
Zacharias

Women’s Safe Haven Restroom ................  Central Seventh Day Adventist Church 
Nelda Womack (Chair), Linda Beaumonte, Dagmar Carnduff 

A few spaces within the Center remain unsponsored and, 
for he time being, unfinished.  We invite you to consider 

adopting one of the remaining spaces while there’s still 
space left! 

Other In-Kind Contributions
The Adopt-a-Space program is only one of several ways 
we have benefitted by goods and services in kind. The 
many others who have given of themselves to make our 
campaign a success include the following: 

 Jameela Ali: African-American Historical Museum - 
We are grateful to Ms. Ali for sharing many of 
her most treasured artifacts, so homeless men and 
women of all races could be inspired and educated; 

 Faith Technologies/Town & Country Electric: Electric-
al Wiring - Our compassionate friend Jim Schlater 
rallied the resources of Town & Country Electric 
to complete some very early wiring projects, 
serve as liaisons in discussions with the City and 
sponsor a benefit golf outing on our behalf; 

 Forest County Potawatomi Foundation: Human/Other 
Resources - We thank the FCPF for allowing 
then-Executive Director Raejean Kanter (now of 
The Falk Group) to actively participate for sev-
eral years in our campaign, often using the foun-
dations’ time and resources; 

 Habitat for Humanity: Demolition and Construction - 
This well-known agency saved us thousands of dol-
lars, by supplying more than 1,000 hours of 
volunteer labor—to install subflooring, partition 
walls and install drywall, among many tasks. These 
champions are the amazing Team Captain Mike 
Moran, with Habitat volunteers Al Gemlo, Bill 
Brannon and Bob Patton, and Repairers member-
volunteers Benjamin Gibson and Larry Ridley;  

 Harley-Davidson Motor Company/Foundation: Hu-
man/Other Resources - We thank Harley-Davidson 
for allowing Foundation Manager Mary Anne Mar-
tiny to actively participate for several years in our 
campaign, often using the company’s time and re-
sources and generously contributing to our campaign; 

 Johnson Controls: HVAC System - We make a very 
special mention of our generous corporate friend 
Johnson Controls, for contributing a significant 
portion of our HVAC system (heating, ventilation 
and air conditioning), along with much of the la-
bor to install it.  Financial donations by WE Ener-
gies and many individuals funded the remaining 
costs for this essential equipment; 

 Larry Korta: Clinic Layout Design - A talented and 
charitable contributor, MSOE Mechanical Engin-
eer Larry Korta maximized what little area was 
available to design an efficient and comprehen-
sive space for our free Medical Clinic; 

 Patrice Procopio: Landscape Design - Ms. Procopio 
has planned and, working with volunteer crews, 
implemented many aspects of our Center’s land-
scaping for over a decade. She has often donated 
the plants and secured many in-kind donations 
from local nurseries such as Pigeon Creek; 

 Sheila Semrou Consulting: Building Interior Design - 
The extraordinary Sheila Semrou, AHID, ASID serv-
ed as Volunteer Project Interior Designer for the 
entire facility. Among innumerable design con-
tributions, she brought forth a major donor to fund 
flooring for the entire Center—her contributions 
motivated by a great love for her long-missing 
homeless brother; 

 YouthBuild USA: Window Installation - This remark-
able nonprofit organization helps low-income 
youth work toward their GEDs or high school 
diplomas while learning job skills by building af-
fordable housing for homeless and low-income 
people. Their mutually-beneficial work was rec-
ommended by the Helen Bader Foundation and 
supervised by Catalyst Construction. 
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 Renovation Contractors    

A renovation is only as good as the technical sup-
port. Thanks to our amazingly dedicated volunteer 
Renovation “Owner-Rep,” Jeff Hoffmann, Repairers 
of the Breach was able to secure a formidable team 
of professionals, tradespersons and suppliers to carry  

us through all facets of the renovation/expansion. 
Thanks to his many connections in the industry, Mr. 
Hoffmann negotiated substantially discounted labor 
and materials from a number of the partnering organ-
izations listed below.  

Renovation “Owner-Rep” 
Jeff Hoffmann, Eppstein Uhen Architects  

We give a spe-
cial mention and 
a hefty supply of 
appreciation to 
our “Renovation 
Super Volunteer,” 
Jeff Hoffmann, 
who has been in 
solidarity with 
Repairers since 
the beginning of 
our renovation 
planning, back in 
2003. What an 
enduring gift you 

have given to the homeless men and women of Greater 
Milwaukee.  

Repairers of the Breach salutes you, Jeff! 

Contractors 

Phases I - III: Eppstein Uhen Architects  
   Rob Beisenstein, LEED AP, Architect Project Manager 
   Kristen Dufek (early planning) 
   LaVonne Langlieb, Project Architect 
   Steve Raasch, Project Architect (early planning) 
Phases I - II: Jansen Group 
   Oliver Miotke  
   Mike Reisner, Project Manager 
Phases II - III: Catalyst Construction/CatCon 
   Scott Boettcher, Senior Project Manager 
   Joe Smallwood, LEED GA, Project Engineer 

Sub-Contractors 
The following exceptional companies were involved 
with the various phases of our renovation/expansion
project:  

As-Built Surveys  
Cardinal Fabricating 
Cornerstone Plumbing 
Faith Technologies/Town & Country Electric  
Freedom Fire Protection 
Grade-A Construction 
Habitat for Humanity 
Innovative Wall Solutions  
Johnson Controls (Mike Kaplanek) 
Langer Roofing & Sheet Metal 
Lannon Millwork 
MCR Services 
Edward J. Prager & Sons 
Premier Flooring 
Quality Ceilings 
Schindler Elevator 
Schneiders-Vetter Glass  
Sheila Semrou Consulting  
Signature Group 
Wellenstein & Sons 
Wm. A. Zachow & Sons 

Suppliers 

Adams Elevator Equipment  
Builders Hardware & Hollow Metal 
County Materials 
Harris Lumber 
Lappin Electric  
Lippert Tile Company 
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 Organization Co-Founders    

The Repairers of the Breach of today traces its ori-
gins to two founding groups. Key original co-found-
er Dr. Jill Florence Lackey explains it this way: “The 
first generation of leaders aimed for a homeless cen-
ter and ended up with a newspaper. The second be-
gan with the newspaper… and ended up with a center.” 

First-Generation Co-Founders 
The original group of co-founders gathered in 1989 
and envisioned a movement to advocate for homeless 
people. They pooled $50 to create the “Repairers of 
the Breach” newspaper and other communications 
projects, chartering as a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organi-
zation on December 1, 1991. Here are the six origin-
al visionaries: 

 Jill Florence Lackey, Ph.D. - The key organizer, driv-
ing force and newspaper editor, she went on to pur-
sue her doctorate in cultural anthropology and found 
additional organizations;  

 Tony Lee - A formerly homeless Vietnam vet, now 
deceased, he believed in the ideal of homeless in-
dividuals creating community to end homelessness 
together—he also helped to name the organization; 

 Pat Porath - A 40-hour-per-week volunteer at Our 
Space, a center that attracted a number of homeless 
persons with mental illness, she took on many and 
varied roles, including manning a telephone “hotline” 
in her home, for homeless people to find roommates 
and rentals; 

 Carol Smith - Although originally in support of a 
center, she capably managed circulation of the 
newspaper for many years and ran the “hotline” 
after Pat Porath passed it on, among many other val-
uable contributions; 

 Don Timmerman - Working for the Casa Maria resi-
dence for homeless families, he contributed re-
sources for the newspaper and served on the origin-
al board of directors; 

 Homer Trotter - A man who knew first-hand about 
the homeless plight, he was a leader among the 
homeless at a local overnight shelter and made sub-
stantial contributions to the group’s efforts. 

Many others contributed in various ways during the first 
generation of Repairers of the Breach. They include, but 
are not limited to, Linus Anamege, Linda Blake, David 
Bourne, Bobby Brown, JoAnne Corrao, Paul Cross, 
Johnny Dornan, Dennis Flack, Charles Fleming, Billy 
Freeman, Edgar Gordon, Fred Hang, Jane Kremsreiter, 

Alan Leavitt, Roger Quindell, Nancy Rupke, Elena 
Schafer, Bob Smith, Brian Smith, Jane Davis Weida, 
Ray Young and Ted Zimmer.  

Second-Generation Co-Founders 

As Jill Florence Lackey passed the torch in 1992, 
MacCanon Brown took on the leadership of Repairers 
of the Breach, unpaid (until she became Executive 
Director in 1995). At this time, that board of directors 
began to focus on Tony Lee’s vision of a daytime 
homeless center governed by homeless leaders, offering 
community and resources. 

The first center would open in the fall of 1994, at 
817 N. 27th St. Since that time, one by one, hundreds 
of individuals have contributed hearts, hands and 
minds to the “Journey.”  

Two persons from that early chapter continue to ac-
tively contribute: 

 Mary Maley - Board member since 1992, now emeritus 
status; 

 Carmella Thomas - Key multiple-role volunteer since 
1996. 

The following four extraordinary past staff persons 
and volunteers gave their “dying breath” to our work: 

 Sister Danielle Dohms - Past office secretary; 

 Adison Hendree - Homeless leader/voter captain who 
registered approximately 600 homeless voters; 

 Tony Lee - See previous section; 

 Mike Senglaub - A successful businessman from 
Cedarburg, he delivered a trailer full of donated 
items daily from 1994 to 2007, the year of his death. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

You Are the “We” 
MacCanon Brown 

A number of years ago an effort was made by a small, 
powerful group to close down our Center. At that time we 
sang “We Shall Not Be Moved” weekly. Thousands of 
students, residents and people of faith lobbied on our behalf, 
and we remained open. 

Today we sing “God has brought us this far by grace, and 
He will be with us.”  The life-giving presence of everyone 
who helps in ways large and small—yours are the connec-
tions we celebrate. Yours are the selfless acts, which have 
produced great blessing. This is how miracles happen—
through you and others. You are how God is with us. 



Page 13                                                                                                                 Repairers of the Breach Capital Campaign 

1335 West Vliet Street, PO Box 13791, Milwaukee, WI  53213 

 Board of Directors    

Talk about a group of unsung heroes!  The following 
dedicated individuals have sat on the board during the 
years of our planning, capital campaign and renovation/-  

expansion. Current officers and members (as of Novem-
ber 2012) are listed, followed by those serving during the 
earlier months and years of our capital campaign. 

   

Board Members (11/2012) Campaign-Era Board Members (2003-2012)  
Sandy Sites, President   
Rebecca North, Vice President 
Melissa Hudson, Treasurer  
Clare Peiffer, Secretary  
Jon Metz 
Joyce Roesler 
Jim Sajdak  
Don Tyler  

Emeritus Members  
Jo Ann Lee 
Mary Maley 

Melita Biese, M.D. 
Warren Braun  
Bernie Cohen, M.D. 
Michelle Crockett 
Sigrid Dynek 
Roy B. Evans 
Lucia Francis 
Betty Glosson 
Ian Harris, D.Ed. 
Melissa Hudson 
Joan Jacobs  

Michael Keener 
Sara Krill  
Jo Ann Lee 
Mary Maley 
Clem Maslowski 
Jeff Messerknecht 
Jon Metz 
Jesse Niemetschek 
Rebecca North 
Ghazaalah Omar 
Clare Peiffer 

Diane Pollard, Ph.D. 
Gail Povey 
Joyce Roesler 
Jim Sajdak Sandy Sites 
Joseph Strazishar 
Russell Searing 
Tom Tuttle, Jr.  
Rose Marie Thale 
Don Tyler 
Kim Whitmore 

 Staff and Key Volunteers    

The Repairers of the Breach organization is an ex-
ceptionally large and diverse collective of staff and 
volunteers. As with our homeless constituency, each 
member of our tremendously dedicated staff is quali-

fied to repair the breach in his or her own unique way. 
Overseen by Executive Director MacCanon Brown, 
our mission-driven staff includes the following dedi-
cated individuals. 

   

Administrative Staff 
Repairers’ administrative staff per-
sons work primarily “behind the 
scenes” to support the empowering 
activity at the Center, with roles such 
as finance and fundraising.  

Staff 
MacCanon Brown 
Executive Director 

Vicki Gott 
Accounting Intern 

Tracey Listug 
Development Associate 

Jonalyn Paden 
Administrative Assistant 

Benjamin Rubino 
Jesuit Volunteer Corps Intern 

Clara Weinberger 
Database Assistant 

Carol Young 
Finance Director 

Staff-Equivalent  
Julane Pelletier (11 years) 
Office Consultant   

Program Staff 
Program staff members and volun-
teers work more closely with our 
homeless members, coordinating 
volunteers/activities at the Repairers 
of the Breach Center, often with the 
support of homeless members.  

Staff 
Dorothy Jackson 
Choir Director  

Debra Minsky-Kelly 
Clinic Coordinator 

Staff-Equivalent  
Carmella Thomas (16 years) 
Multiple major roles 

Other Key Volunteers  
Elizabeth Banks 
Volunteer Coordinator  

MaryAnn Davel 
Faith Relations Coordinator  

Mary Ann Radowski 
Service Learning Coordinator 

Clinic Volunteers 
(too many to list) 

Center Leadership 
Volunteer House Committee mem-
bers, chosen from the homeless 
member- and alumni-community, 
comprise the Center’s leadership 
team. Additional members support 
other organized activities such as 
security watch, preparing and serv-
ing lunch and Center clean-up. 

House Committee Volunteers 

Larry Cook 
Phillip Crayton 
Vince Magnum 
Dennis Moore 
Quantrell Ross 
Milton Thomas 
Mark Young 

Other Volunteers 

Richard Bolar 
Voter Registration Captain 

Center Volunteers 
(too many to list) 
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The Repairers of the Breach Medical Clinic, open to all uninsured and 
underinsured adults in the region, is possible thanks to an all-
volunteer corps of physicians, physician assistants, nurses and other 
medical professionals. 

 Repairers Work Groups    

It takes hundreds of individuals, most of them work-
ing “behind the scenes,” to help Repairers of the 
Breach help the homeless help themselves. All these val- 

ued contributors, too many to list, support the impor-
tant work of Repairers through the following volun-
teer work groups (chairs or lead volunteers listed). 

Governance 
Strategic Planning Group  
Center-Related Constituent Groups:   
 House Committee (Mark Young) 
 Speakers Bureau 
 Choir (Dorothy Jackson, Vicki Partee) 
 “Eagles Club” (Pam Moorer) 
 Formerly Homeless “Alumni” 
 Currently Homeless Members   
 Overnight Leadership Team 

Program 
Literacy Advisory (Dan DeSaulniers) 
Intake (Andy Michaels) 
Microenterprise Planning (Ed Eckhardt) 
Employment Center Committee (Don Utech) 
Birth Certificate Team (Ray Ciszewski) 
Boom-Shakalaka Emcees (Sheila Grady, Mark Young) 
Advocacy 
Arts and Crafts 
Holiday Initiatives (Carmella Thomas) 
Clothing Sorters  
Phone Message Carriers (Portia Williams) 
Towel Launderers Group (Mary Ann Searing) 
Brown Bag Lunch Coordinator (Mary Ann Davel) 
Tutors (Dan DeSaulniers) 
Voter Registration (Richard Bolar) 
Women’s Space Planning (Gail Povey, Nelda Womack) 

Medical Clinic  
Clinic Advisory Committee 
Clinic Support Volunteers  

Marketing and Communications      
Marketing (Christine Schramek) 
PR/Media (Steve Johnstone) 
Speaking Event Anchors  

Resource Development 
General Volunteers  
Service Learning  Students 
Orientation Presenters (Pam Moorer, Mary Schweitzer) 
Community Shares Liaisons (Tom Bohmann) 
On-Call Drivers 
In Mike’s Footsteps Team (Jim Janisse) 
Midnight Run 
Clerical (Anna Chojnacki) 
Research Volunteers  
Furniture Movers & Coordinators (Tom Giles) 
Capital Campaign Fundraising (Win Thrall, Bill 
Michaels) 

Finance and Facilities         
Building Repair and Maintenance  
Laundry Room Management Planning 
Clothing Outlet Planning 
Yard Beautification  
Renovation Oversight  

 
We are very grateful to Melita Biese, M.D., 

a leader and driving force of the development of our free Medical Clinic. 

 © 2012 Rebecca Moczulewski, All Rights Reserved  

Health Clinic 
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Resource Center 

 Synopsis of Services    

For nearly two decades, Repairers of the Breach has 
been offering a “constellation” of free and often one-
of-a-kind program services that empower our homeless 
constituents, the members and leaders of our daytime 

refuge and resource Center. Through our renovated 
and expanded Center, we are able to offer more re-
sources, more often. Our stellar line-up now includes 
the following mainstreaming initiatives. 

 

SANCTUARY - A daytime refuge offering safety, solutions, sobriety and spiritual renewal; 

LIVING ROOM - A welcoming environment to reconnect with self and others; 

COMMUNITY - A sustainable community of homeless men & women in transformation; 
CENTER “OWNERSHIP” - Governance by homeless leaders & members, being ambassadors to visitors; 
WOMEN’S SAFE HAVEN - Separate four-room suite for women only, including a bathtub for pampering; 

“BREACH CAFÉ” - Licensed soup kitchen offering a continental breakfast and warm mid-day meal; 

PERSONAL CARE - Showers, towels, toiletries, seasonal clothing and footwear; 
FREE CLINIC - Diabetes & blood pressure screening, free referrals for vision, dental care & more; 
COMMUNICATION SERVICE - A “lifeline” offering telephone, voicemail and two PCs for e-mail access; 
MAIL SERVICE - A “lifeline” for receiving mail, an address for voting;  

VOTER INITIATIVES - Voter registration, transportation to polls, non-partisan voter education; 

BIRTH CERTIFICATES - Free application to replace lost or stolen ID; 

LEGAL CLINIC - Free consultation with volunteer attorneys; 

SUPPORT GROUPS - AODA recovery, including AA, men’s & women’s issues support groups; 
AODA SERVICES - Screening and intake for placement in recovery programs; 

COUNSELING SERVICES - Grief & general 
counseling, access to psychiatric nurses and 
other professionals; 
HOLIDAY SUPPORT - All-day summer picnics, 
supportive community gatherings for all holidays; 
VIOLENCE REDUCTION - Anger management 
sessions, weekly topical sessions; 
LEARNING CENTER - Drop-in program for adult 
basic education, small library; 
EMPLOYMENT ASSISTANCE - Job preparedness, 
search and placement, training for workforce entry;  
LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT - Skill development 
while assisting with Center operation, Speakers Bureau, Issue Forums; 
FAMILY REUNIFICATION - Initiatives centering on family and life skills development; 

DIVERSITY AWARENESS - MLK Day celebrations, on-site African-American Historical Museum; 
SPIRITUAL FELLOWSHIP - Optional group scripture/prayer sessions, on-site chapel - we are interfaith; 
EMERGENCY 24-HOUR “warming room” when wind chill temperatures reach ten degrees or below; 
VETERANS OUTREACH - Weekly presence of Vets for Peace connecting with homeless veterans; 

STRESS MANAGEMENT - Training sessions, help with relationships, forgiveness and reconciliation; 
PAIN MANAGEMENT - Healing sessions for chronic pain, physical therapy; 
TIME & MONEY MANAGEMENT - Skill development workshops; 
TALENT DEVELOPMENT - Participation in choir, Women’s Chorus, drama, arts & crafts; 

LINKAGES to overnight shelters and other social services; 
SLEEP SUPPORT - Blankets and sleeping bags, sleeping area for third-shift homeless workers and 
ALUMNI SUPPORT - Furniture for members who get housing, special activities and opportunities. 
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Volunteer Toni Bohmann (right) dries Joyce Honey’s feet
after washing them at Repairers of the Breach [Center] in
Milwaukee on Thursday. 

 The Power of Mutual Transformation    

Mutual transformation is a phenomenon ever-present 
in our work with homeless men and women. Virtu-
ally every person who takes part is indelibly changed 
by the experience—the “housed” and homeless alike. 
As one of our ministry partners warns, “The life you 

change might be your own!” On this transformative 
note, we are pleased to share the following article by 
Annysa Johnson of the Journal Sentinel with photos 
by Kristyna Wentz-Graff (JS Online, Religion sec-
tion, April 21, 2011). 

Ancient story echoes in Maundy Thursday ritual of washing feet 
   

Toni Bohmann kneels on the linoleum floor at the north 
side homeless shelter and lifts first one weathered foot, 
then the other, into a basin of warm, soapy water. 

“It feels good,” 26-year-old Katrina O’Neal tells her, as 
Bohmann gently runs the cloth over each foot, careful 
not to miss the spaces between her toes. 

Bohmann and husband Tom are washing the feet of the 
men and women at Repairers of the Breach, re-enacting 
an ancient gesture of humility and service that Chris-
tians believe Jesus performed for his disciples on the 
eve of his crucifixion. 

“I wonder how many miles have been on these feet,” 
said Toni Bohmann, who appeared emotional as she 
tried to voice her feelings about the experience. “I don’t 
know how to put it into words,” she said. “I’m just very 
honored to do this.” 

The Bohmanns are members of St. James Catholic 
Church in Menomonee Falls, whose members sent 
along a dozen bags full of toiletries and foot-care pro-
ducts to be distributed on Thursday. 

The ritual washings were especially poignant here, 
where volunteers in an adjacent clinic treat the painful, 
often debilitating foot ailments of those without perm- 
anent shelter—work that Director MacCanon Brown 
called “holy every day.” 

“Homeless people have unbelievably horrid foot prob-
lems,” often complicated by untreated diabetes, said 
Milwaukee physician Melita Biese, who as president of 
Repairers’ board of directors spearheaded the clinic that 
opened last fall. 

The washing of feet is, for many Christians, part of 
their Holy Week observation in the days before Easter. 
It commemorates the Last Supper when, according to 
the Gospel of John, Jesus knelt before his disciples, 
washed their feet and bade them do for others as he had 
done for them. 

“It is a challenge for all Christians that we are to be of 
service,” said Father Arthur Heinze, pastor at St. James. 
“That’s really what the Eucharist is about. We dine with 
the servant so we can be servants.” 

Thursday’s washings began with a prayer, after which 
the Bohmanns knelt before a procession of men and 
women. They washed and dried their beleaguered feet, 
rubbed them with ointment and sprinkled them with 
talcum powder before coaxing them into new, clean 
socks.  

It was a return visit for Tom Bohmann, who offered his 
services last year after talking with Brown about what 
more he could do for the shelter. 

“I was so moved by the experience that my wife decid-
ed to do it with me this year,” he said. 
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The “Praying Hands Quilt” – envisioned future
micro-enterprise project 
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The Repairers of the Breach Homeless Choir rehearsing in our 
pre-renovation Clinic space 

A few of our large corps of clinic volunteers, gathered in our 
pre-renovation clinic space 

The challenge of abundance at our pre-renovation Center– free 
clothing giveaway on a sunny day 

 Images from Our Heart and Soul    

Just a few of the many— 
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Tel: 414.934.9305   Fax: 414.342.8762   Web: www.repairers.org 

 About this Booklet    

The Artist  
Local artist Rebecca Moczulewski grew up in West Allis 
with four brothers and parents who demonstrated com-
passion for the many who lacked basic needs. After earn-
ing a Bachelor of Fine Arts Degree with a teaching certi-
ficate from UW-Milwaukee, she taught elementary art 
for six years in West Allis and also in Milwaukee, where 
more than 90% of her students lived in poverty.  

While a stay-at-home parent, her teaching experiences 
tugged at her, prompting involvement with nonprofit 
agencies advocating for impoverished people. “Working 
with Repairers on this project has been a special treat for 
me,” she shares. “Combining two of my passions, water-
color and social justice, has been a challenge and an ad-
venture.”  

NOTE: Individual prints of Rebecca’s twelve watercolor 
images of life-more-abundant at the Repairers of the 
Breach Center—the Homeless Not Hopeless series—can 
be purchased. Call our administrative office for details, 
at (414) 934-9305. 

The Contributors 

Repairers of the Breach would like to thank each of 
the following contributors for making this booklet 
possible: 

 Ingrid Johansson - for her cover design featuring 
one of Rebecca Moczulewski’s paintings; 

 Dr. Jill Florence Lackey - for recording the history 
of the first generation of Repairers of the Breach; 

 Tracey Listug - for the narrative, layout, design 
and production of this booklet; 

 Rebecca Moczulewski - for her compassion, talent 
and permission to use her splendid watercolor 
paintings; 

 Benjamin Rubino - for his touching account of Re-
pairers’ alumna Laverne Hayes; and 

 Christine Schramek - for her constant nurturing of 
our many marketing projects, her cover concept 
and her extraordinary promotional skills. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Important Note: 
Although we have made every effort to be all-inclusive with the lists in this booklet,  

we sincerely apologize if your name or organization was omitted.   
Please let us know so we can be sure to include you on our website. 

 

 

To make an additional Investment in Hope and Transformation,  
please mail your check payable to “Repairers of the Breach”  

to Post Office Box 13791, Milwaukee, WI  53213.  
Be sure to write “CFC” in the memo, to designate your gift to our capital funds campaign.  

You can also pay by credit card through PayPal on our website at 
www.repairers.org—under Ways to Give/Support Capital Funds Campaign. 

 

Repairers of the Breach thanks you for your support! 
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TThhee  aanncciieenntt  rruuiinnss  sshhaallll  bbee  rreebbuuiilltt  ffoorr  yyoouurr  ssaakkee,,  

AAnndd  tthhee  ffoouunnddaattiioonn  ffrroomm  aaggeess  ppaasstt  yyoouu  sshhaallll  rraaiissee  uupp;; 

““RReeppaaiirreerr  ooff  tthhee  bbrreeaacchh,,””  tthheeyy  sshhaallll  ccaallll  yyoouu,,  

““RReessttoorreerr  ooff  lloosstt  hhoouusseehhoollddss..””    
                                   —Isaiah 58:12 

 




